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B-    Program and Accomplishments {Continued}

The International Business Program made awards, 1n Its first year of
operation, to 11 universities, six four-year colleges, and seven two-
year colleges. All grantees have arranged linkage agreements with the
business community Involved in export related trade or international
economic activity.

Within the undergraduate studies program, six new projects focus on Inter-
national business and the acquisition of foreign language skills for
technical and professional use. Four new projects concentrate on computer -
assisted Instruction 1n foreign languages, or on the 1mplement1on of
Inter-active TV Instructional systems Tor the teaching of international
studies and foreign languages.

C.    Costs. Benefits, and Effectiveness

Program Effectiveness: The Rand Corporation has recently completed a two-
phased evaluation of the Foreign Language and Area Studies Program. The
phase one report analyzed program management and identified selected
activities that maximize program efficiency. The major conclusions of
this report are (E.2.):

Centers; The centers have traditionally received the bulk of Title VI
funds. Most centers, however, have not adapted their training to financial
and market conditions, but continue to prepare students for research and
teaching, and frequently emphasize the humanities in their programs.
Although graduates 1n the humanities suffer relatively high levels of
unemployment, centers have not linked their programs to more policy-oriented
programs or helped students to identify and prepare for non-academic jobs.
The result 1s a gap between center focus and national need, as defined by
academic, government, and business employers.

The centers program should make the following changes:

o   adopt a more flexible definition of potential grant recipients;
o   Improve the link between area studies centers and professional

schools;

o   adopt   a   broader  definition   of   "outreach"   requirements   for   centers;
o    require that on-s1te reviews be more thorough;
o   clarify the criteria for review by awards panels;
o   make a  greater effort to recruit Important scholars from Institutions

that do   not   apply   for   the   program   to   be  members   of   review   panels,

Programs: The Foreign Language and Area Studies program has not effectively
influenced either the supply or the distribution of specialists. The lack
of proper incentives has made the Department unsuccessful in encouraging
language and area studies among students 1n the professions, and especially
those 1n high-demand disciplines such as economics. Moreover, the rigidity
of professional curricula makes it difficult for students to include
language and area studies. The Department should take the following actionsbe Included as part of program support. However, by law,
